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Recent dramatic events in Ukraine support the 
assumption that the fundamental crisis of democracy we 
IDFH�FDQQRW�EH�GH¿QHG�DQG�FRQ¿QHG�E\�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�
of the nation state and national politics. The nation 
state is no longer the exclusive unit of analysis or 
framework for civic participation. National governments 
are proving increasingly less capable of delivering on 
promises to national constituencies, and do not have 
the capacity to defend, protect or support their societies 
vis-a-vis uncontrolled global markets, environmental 
catastrophes, legal and illegal migration or organised 
international crime. As a consequence of this, people 
feel less and less safe in the world.

*RYHUQDQFH��JOREDOLVDWLRQ�
DQG�FLYLF�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ

There is, therefore, much need for what is called 
regional and global governance. The weakness and 
ineffectiveness of international and global organisations 
is well known. The EU was seen as a model for regional 
governance up until it, too, came under pressure from 
severe and interdependent crises. Paradoxically, it 
has remained a magnet for outsiders, especially in its 
southern and eastern peripheries. The democratic 
promise of the EU is associated with a better life, a more 
just economy and society, with less corruption, where 
citizens can take part as active stakeholders in policy 
making for a brighter future. There is notable agreement, 
DV� HYLGHQFHG� LQ� WKH�$QQD� /LQGK�*DOOXS� 3ROO�� EHWZHHQ�
European and SEM countries regarding the content and 
meaning of democracy: freedom, including freedom of 
speech and elections top the lists.

Another paradox is that while old and new national 
GHPRFUDFLHV� IDFH� FULVHV� RI� FRQ¿GHQFH�� OHJLWLPDF\� DQG�
capacity to deliver, there is an ongoing and increasing 
need for further democratisation and participation in 
different regions of the world, such as the Mediterranean, 
the Arab world, Eastern and Southern Europe. The 
mismatch between century-old legal and political frames 
and post-national, globalising local realities creates 

new social, political, cultural and religious tensions. 
6RPH�RI�WKHVH�WHQVLRQV�DQG�FRQÀLFWV��LI�WKH\�GR�QRW�OHDG�
to violence, may provide the seeds for a new thinking 
about democracy and participation.

Transgressing national boundaries, as many 
social movements or waves of migrants do, 
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demanding similar rights and conditions of wellbeing, 
security and human dignity, signal unrestrained 
momentum for the regionalisation and globalisation of 
democracy and participation. These new orientations, 
demands and aspirations need institutional and 
instrumental responses, legitimation and recognition on 
the part of major players at all levels. Reality is always 
far ahead of existing rules, legal regulations and the 
bureaucratic imagination during periods of fundamental 
transformation.

(XURSH�WRZDUGV�D�ERWWRP�XS�DSSURDFK

A new consensus needs to be brokered through the 
confrontation and management of positive, concrete 
examples. The crisis of Ukraine can serve as such a 
progressive case if all of the  major players (protestors 
and their opponents, political representatives, the EU, 
Russia and the US) understand their interdependent 
responsibilities to set up new rules and frames. What is 
clear and unique, in this immediate and striking example, 
LV� D� QHZ� FRQ¿JXUDWLRQ� DQG� SRWHQWLDO� V\QHUJ\� IRU� ORFDO��
national, regional and global needs and aspirations for 
governance and civic participation (reference to Chart 
5.1).

Social scientists – for good reasons - have been criticised 
for their failure to anticipate or foresee the fundamental 
economic, political and social upheavals of the past 
GHFDGHV��RU�WKH�RXWEUHDN�RI�WKH�JOREDO�¿QDQFLDO�DQG�GHEW�
crisis. Along with politicians and their experts, they were 
unprepared for the waves of democratic aspirations 
and spontaneous mass demonstrations for change 

of the past years from the Middle East via the US and 
Europe to Turkey and most recently Ukraine. The 
waves of protests and unrest across the regions of the 
Mediterranean and Eastern Europe or the emergence of 
µ2FFXS\�¶�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�ZHVWHUQ�FRXQWULHV�GLG�QRW�¿W�WKH�
conventional mindset or analytical frameworks. Caught 
in the logic of ‘unlimited’capitalist development and the 
DUFKDLF� QDWLRQ� VWDWH� SDUDGLJP�� VRFLDO� VFLHQWL¿F� DQDO\VLV�
KDV� UHPDLQHG� ODUJHO\� FRQ¿QHG� DQG� UHGXFHG� WR� RSWLRQV�
within the boundaries of the nation state. What analysis 
GRHV�H[LVW�KDV�QRW�VXI¿FLHQWO\�DGGUHVVHG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�
between globalisation and democracy, governance and 
globalisation, globalisation and civic participation.

The pervasive nature of new citizen activism inside and 
outside of Europe in a wide variety of environments 
necessitates more careful and complex consideration 
of new approaches, new frames and architectures of 
analysis. (Charts 5.2, 5.3) It may in fact mean addressing 
the last taboo that is democratic governance itself. 
The Austrian writer, Robert Menasse (Boesler, 2012), 
proposes that democracy in its present forms may no 
longer be the answer for Europe; that ‘the present crisis 
and the way it is being addressed touches on the last 
taboo of democracies which believe themselves to be 
enlightened. This taboo is democracy itself...Can it be 
that democracy as we have laboriously and inadequately 
OHDUQHG�LW�VLQFH�������DQG�DV�ZH�KDYH�EHFRPH�XVHG�WR�LW��
simply cannot function at the supranational level?”
,W� PD\� EH� WKDW� (XURSH� LV� UHGH¿QLQJ� LWVHOI� DW� LWV�
peripheries. Aspiring democracies, like the Ukraine, may 
be able to give new content to a notion of democracy 
that has become not just static and dysfunctional, 
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but also corrosive and unresponsive, easily coopted 
and corrupted by economic interests. One European 
observer to the Tunisian uprising proclaimed ‘If you 
want to see and feel what democracy is really like, go to 
Tunisia.’Complacency, cynicism and often arrogance of 
the European core have not encouraged the successful 
engagement of citizens at the regional level. No one 
can explain or rectify the increasing gap between active 
citizenship at the grassroots level and lack of political 
agency.

As long as a pro-active demos is missing from European 
governance, citizens will not be able to affect the top-
down, technocratic, closed, unresponsive and opaque 
policies and policy-making structures that are the EU 
today. There is a call for an institutional response to the 
SURWHVWV�DQG�SROLFLHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�RI¿FLDO�UHVSRQVH�
to the crisis in Europe. Since its foundation as an elite 
project of politicians and experts, the EU’s legitimacy 
has rested on output, not input, that is – democracy; and 
wider publics have not been afforded the opportunity to 
DFW�HLWKHU� LQ�GHIHQVH�RI�RU� LQ�RSSRVLWLRQ� WR�VSHFL¿F�(8�
policies. This is because national political elites, who 
were supposed to provide the institutional channels 
for citizen input to policy, have systematically kept EU 
policies outside electoral politics (Schmitter, 2012).

Many, often contradictory, causes have been put forward 
for the recent events in Greece, Italy, Spain, Hungary, 
Turkey, and now in Ukraine and Bosnia: economic 
(unemployment and neo-liberal economic austerity 
measures), political (institutionalised corruption and 
failure of education), cultural or ideological. It is clear 
that European countries have unevenly experienced 
and suffered the impact of the crisis, and generally 
the tensions are building at European peripheries over 
different problems that have driven the activism (Pianta, 
2013). The multitude and diversity of mobilisations seem 
to agree that the fundamental causes of the crisis lie in 
the neoliberal policies and practices of the past decades 
that became increasingly virulent and destructive to large 
portions of societies. They also lead to a sense of at least 
uncertainty, if not of hopelessness as populations and 
generations look towards the future.

&LYLF�PRYHPHQWV�DV�D�ZDNH�XS�FDOO

The most prominent reaction to street protests on the 
part of political and economic elites and inthe mainstream 
media has been one of incomprehension (also contempt 
and suspicion) because the framing of what needs to 
be done and how to do it appears to be fragmented 
along national, thematic and ideological lines. This was 
and is a major criticism of the ‘Occupy!’ movements in 
Europe and the U.S. There is no one political center 
or organisation directing the insurrections, no single 
ideology motivating them, no overwhelming demand 

put forward. The persistent question, ‘What do they 
want?’often leads to the conclusion that the events are 
not political because they cannot be integrated into 
existing analytical frameworks. What seems to unite 
the protesters is simply refusal: ‘No more, enough 
is enough.”A stubborn negativity has characterised 
these insurrections. Is this a new type of politics after 
WKH�GHFD\�RI� GHPRFUDF\"�í� ,QVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG� ULJKWHRXV�
‘indignation’as a human immune system response to a 
failing system? When a biological system is jeopardized, 
the system begins to link more of itself to itself. This 
could be what we are seeing in emerging and expanding 
networks of protest, like ‘Occupy!’and other global 
protest and democratic movements. In addition to the 
insurrection that results from economic injustice, political 
invisibility and disempowerment, unregulated capitalism 
is charged by these movements with creating wealth but 
not effectively distributing it and that it takes no account of 
what it cannot commodify, neither the social relationships 
of family and community nor the environment, which are 
vital to human wellbeing and survival, and indeed to 
the functioning of the market itself. There has been a 
surprisingly sustained character to the protests over time 
and an expansion of protests to unanticipated countries 
and regions that could signal a new impetus for civic 
participation and input in future debates on governance. 

,W� LV� UHOHYDQW� WKDW� WKH�$QQD� /LQGK�*DOOXS� 3ROO� VXSSRUWV�
the evidence that people in Europe and the Southern 
and Eastern  Mediterranean Countries (SEM) feel 
that joining social movements can effectively address 
problems in societies (20%, 13% respectively), although 
in SEM joining a political party is viewed as more 
effective. In Europe, where trust in traditional forms of 
GHPRFUDWLF�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�KDV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�
GHFUHDVHG�� SDUW\� DI¿OLDWLRQ� LV� YLHZHG� DV� OHVV� HIIHFWLYH��
This is also expressed in Europe by the equal response 
(12%) for joining or supporting an NGO that is viewed 
as much less effective in SEM countries (2%). It may 
be that current events have led the SEM to lead in the 
EHOLHI� WKDW� LQGLYLGXDO� DFWLRQ� FDQ�HI¿FLHQWO\� FRQWULEXWH� WR�
solving social problems (20%), but personal action is 
also important in the European context  (17%) (Chart 
������ (XURSH� KDV� UHFHLYHG� DQRWKHU� ZDNH�XS� FDOO�� RU�
UDWKHU�DODUP��IURP�LWV�PDUJLQV�DQG�QRW�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��
European peripheries have been in motion for decades. 
The robust and unexpected outburst of Ukraine’s pro-
(XURSH�±�SUR�GLJQLW\� UHYROXWLRQ�KDV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\� VWLUUHG�
up the apathetic and inward looking European political 
spectrum, forcing politicians and institutions to speak 
out and act in the name of democracy and solidarity. 
It is as if Europe’s heart has begun to beat faster and 
her disembodied soul is beginning to gain shape and 
substance in the present. One protestor at the Euro-
0DLGDQ��D�\RXQJ�SROLFH�RI¿FHU�DQG�IDWKHU�RI�WZR�\RXQJ�
FKLOGUHQ�� WHVWL¿HG� WKDW� µ:H� ZDQW� WR� EXLOG� (XURSH� KHUH��
we don’t want to go to Europe.’Some are even calling 
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the uprising the ‘East European Arab Spring’. Global 
transformation, in social terms, can be observed by the 
growing interdependence of local, national and regional 
levels. The growing challenges of cross-border migration 
and demands for new structures for democratic 
participation and decision-making do not mean that the 
nation state has become irrelevant. 

On the contrary, nation states have been given new 
VLJQL¿FDQFH� LQ� D� FRPSOH[� VWUXFWXUH� RI� UHODWLRQV�� $V�
Guy Lachapelle (2013) stresses in the World Social 
Sciences Report, the reorganisation and restructuring 
of state power remains an eminent challenge. If states 
aspire to play a progressive role in global and regional 
transformations, they need to become more receptive to 
the social consequences and dimensions of globalisation. 
,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH\�QHHG�WR�UHGH¿QH�WKHLU�UROH�DQG�¿QG�
effective ways for new partnerships with representatives 
of multilevel governance and global markets, and with an 
engaged, active and empowered civil society.

6XUYH\�TXHVWLRQ� +RZ�GR�\RX�WKLQN�\RX�FRXOG�PRVW�HI¿FLHQWO\�FRQWULEXWH�
to solving the problems in your country? %DVH� % of all respondents by 
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