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,W� LV� LQWHUHVWLQJ� WR� VHH� WKURXJK� WKH�$QQD� /LQGK�*DOOXS�
¿QGLQJV� WKH� FRQYHUJHQFH� LQ� WKH� SULRULW\� YDOXHV� RI� ,ULVK�
people with those of southern Mediterranean populations.  
In the past, the Catholic Church would have been seen 
DV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�JXDUGLDQ�RI�WUDGLWLRQDO�YDOXHV�LQ�,UHODQG��
but this has now changed and is demonstrated in the the 
low rank given by respondents (17%) to the importance 
of religious beliefs in the upbringing of children and the 
higher reliance on the family as a guardian of traditional 
YDOXHV��������&KDUW���������

The dramatic change in recent times in the attitude 
to organised religion is due to a number of reasons, 
most notably the revelations of clerical sex abuse and 
increased prosperity in Ireland, while religion is now 
beginning to be a priority value by some small reactionary 
groups who see that a huge vacuum has been created 
by the eroding of the power of the Catholic Church.  The 
most ‘traditional’ value that has been debated in Ireland 
over the past 30 years is the issue of abortion.  Five 
referendums have been held on the topic during those 
years.  While abortion remains illegal in the country, a 
law was passed in 2013 allowing abortion under certain 
circumstances.  As a result of their opposition to this law 
and their expulsion from the governments’ parliamentary 
party, a new political group, the ‘Reform Alliance’ has 
been created, and it is generally believed that this group 
will form a political party before the next elections.    

Respecting other cultures

,ULVK� SHRSOH� DOVR� DWWDFK� D� VLJQL¿FDQW� LPSRUWDQFH� WR�
teaching future generations the value of respecting other 
cultures (59%); however, when considering the concrete 
implications of diversity within their country, a slight 
majority consider that religious diversity can be a threat 
(Chart 21.2). One reason for this is the lack of education 
and knowledge about other religions, particularly Islam, 
where extremist views are considered the norm.  As 
a result, people are afraid and feel threatened.  It is 
important to note also that Irish history has demonstrated 

ΖUHODQG��ΖQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�$UDE�5HJLRQ�DV�D�7RRO�
Against Intolerance

 Ann LUTTRELL

As a result of a changing attitude towards the Catholic Church in Ireland, the family has taken over the 
role of the guardian of traditional values. Ann Luttrell underlines how Irish citizens consider cultural and 
religious diversity important, while retaining a certain reserve towards unfamiliar values. Despite the fact 
WKDW�WKH�HFRQRPLF�FULVLV�DHFWV�WKH�SUHVHQW�OLIH�VLWXDWLRQ��WKH�DXWKRU�KLJKOLJKWV�KRZ�SHRSOH�UHPDLQ�JHQHUDOO\�
hopeful about the future, and eager to resolve the problems faced by their community through their own 
individual action.
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6XUYH\�4XHVWLRQ� Thinking about the SEM countries, how much interest 
would you say you personally have in news and information about 
their...? %DVH� % of all respondents of the sum of ‘Very interested’ and 
‘Somewhat interested’ answers are shown 
���$QQD�/LQGK�*DOOXS�3ROO�������

6XUYH\�4XHVWLRQ� Assuming that we limit ourselves to six values only 
I’d like to know which one of these six would you say is most important 
when raising children? And the second most important? %DVH��% of all 
respondents, of the sum of ‘Most important’ and ‘Second most important’ 
DQVZHUV�DUH�VKRZQ����$QQD�/LQGK��*DOOXS�3ROO�������

Chart 21.2
Challenges of diversity for the Irish

Chart 21.1
Key values to parents when raising their children 
in Ireland
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Through my individual action 27
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Joining social movements

Joining or supporting a political party

Using social media to express political 
views, to join or support causes

Joining a religious association or a 
faith based initative

Joining or supporting an NGO

17None

Don’t know

how religion can be used as a tool to create division 
between people.  

The evolution of Ireland from an emigrant society into 
an immigrant one reached its peak in 2006 at the height 
of Ireland’s economic boom, with Ireland showing the 
highest net inward migration level in Europe at 22.2 
per 1,000 people (The Irish Times, November 2013). 
The multicultural model which Ireland espouses is 
‘interculturalism’, seeing integration as a two-way 
process with consultation with minority ethnic groups and 
their representatives being a crucial part of this process.  
Interculturalism further outlines key cultural diversity 
management practices for improving inter-personal and 
inter-cultural relationships within contemporary Irish 
society.

,PSDFW�RI�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�FULVLV

,Q�YLHZ�RI�WKH�ODUJH�¿QDQFLDO�GHEW�RZHG�E\�WKH�FRXQWU\��
it is unsurprising that people have a negative evaluation 
RI� WKHLU�FXUUHQW�¿QDQFLDO�VLWXDWLRQ�ZLWK�����FRQVLGHULQJ�
WKHLU� FXUUHQW� VLWXDWLRQ� ZRUVH� WKDQ� LQ� WKH� SUHYLRXV� ¿YH�
\HDUV� ����� FRQVLGHU� LW� XQFKDQJHG��� � 7KH� VLWXDWLRQ�
regarding high unemployment among youth and the 
fact that emigration from Ireland is reaching famine-time 
proportions (Ireland in the mid 1800s) constitute reasons 
for concern.  Yet, 59% of Irish are hopeful and believe 
the situation will improve in the future. Possibly a reason 
for this is that they feel things can’t get worse and also 
that slight improvements can be seen.  And yet some 
feel that the situation for women will worsen in the next 
years.  A possible explanation is that in the competition 
for jobs and promotions, women always lose out, and 
also that lack of affordable child care provision will mean 
that more women will have to stay at home and this will 
affect their economic, social and education prospects.  

$Q� LQWHUHVWLQJ� ¿QGLQJ� WKDW� HPHUJHV� IURP� WKH� $QQD�
/LQGK�*DOOXS�3ROO� LV�WKDW�RQO\�D�PLQRULW\�RI�SHRSOH�VHHV�
the advantage of joining associative life and a majority 
SRLQWV� WR� KLV�KHU� LQGLYLGXDO� DFWLRQ� DV� WKH� EHVW� ZD\� WR�
solve social problems (Chart 21.3). While this can be 
seen as a positive trend with people taking responsibility 
for their own decisions and actions and no longer rely on 
religious leaders, politicians or educators to make their 
decisions for them, it has brought with it a huge deal of 
cynicism and suspicion towards associative life on all 
OHYHOV���SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV��EDQNV��¿QDQFLDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV��ELJ�
business, and more recently, charitable organisations.  

Call for action against intolerance 

Events over the past few years in Ireland and globally 
have brought some very worrying scenarios to the 
fore. One is the rise of racism in Ireland as ‘foreigners’ 
DUH� EHLQJ� EODPHG� IRU� µVWHDOLQJ¶� MREV� DQG� EHQH¿WLQJ�

from the generous Irish social welfare system; another 
is the lack of tolerance for differences – in clothing, 
customs, culture and religion. Efforts are being made to 
address intolerance through government policies towards 
inclusiveness and through the education system.  

Civil society has an important role in this as reports 
show that when people have a better understanding and 
familiarity through travel, exposure to cultural events 
(cinema, music, art, theatre), and more especially, when 
they have been given opportunities to meet face to face 
and get to know one another, the barriers break down.  All 
of the recent happenings in the Arab countries, together 
with the availability of instant communication, have 
created a great interest in hitherto little known cultures.  
The challenge is to use this interest as a way of creating 
better understanding and appreciation of other cultures, 
and not as a way of causing greater alienation, and to 
build greater trust in the institutions that are addressing 
the issues.    

$QQ�/8775(// is Coordinator of the Anna Lindh 
Foundation Network in Ireland and a member of the 
ALF Advisory Council.

6XUYH\�4XHVWLRQ��+RZ�GR�\RX�WKLQN�\RX�FRXOG�PRVW�HI¿FLHQWO\�FRQWULEXWH�
to solving the problems in your country? %DVH� % of all respondents (© 
$QQD�/LQGK��*DOOXS�3ROO�������

Chart 21.3
0RVW�HɝFLHQW�ZD\V�RI�VROYLQJ�SUREOHPV�LQ�ΖUHODQG


