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3RODQG��'LVFRYHULQJ�WKH�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�2WKHU

Robert KUSEK and Joanna SANETRA-SzELIGA

0XOWLFXOWXUDOLVP�UHPDLQV�ODUJHO\�D�P\WK�LQ�WKH�LPDJLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�3ROLVK�SHRSOH��DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�SUH�
Second World War era. The authors explain the emergence of a homogenous society in the second half 
RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��IROORZHG�E\�D�PRUH�UHFHQW�RSHQLQJ�WR�2WKHUQHVV�LQ�SXEOLF�OLIH��IROORZLQJ�������ΖQ�WKLV�
SHUVSHFWLYH��WKH�3ROLVK�1HWZRUN�RI�WKH�$QQD�/LQGK�)RXQGDWLRQ�LV�IRFXVHG�RQ�DGGUHVVLQJ�HPHUJLQJ�LVVXHV�RI�
LQWHUQDO�GLDORJXH��DQG�SURPRWLQJ�D�GLVFRYHU\�RI�WKH�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�2WKHU�ZKR�LV��IRU�QRZ��XQNQRZQ�IRU�WKH�
PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�FLWL]HQV�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\�

One of Poland’s most beloved myths is that of the Polish 
Commonwealth, so deeply rooted in our consciousness: 
the myth of a multiethnic and multi-religious world, which 
ended with the outbreak of World War II. What lies 
EHKLQG�WKH�ZRUG�µ&RPPRQZHDOWK¶"�7R�SXW�LW�PRVW�EULHÀ\��
we could say that the word means the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth of many nations and religions, a 
Commonwealth of many cultures – to use contemporary 
terms and categories. The Commonwealth of Poles, 
Jews, Lithuanians, Ruthenians, Tatars, Hauländers, 
Armenians, Karaim, Roma, Czechs and others. The 
Commonwealth of Roman Catholics, adherents of 
Judaism and Islam, the Eastern Orthodox Church, the 
Greek Catholic Church, Old Believers, and Protestants 
of various denominations.

)URP�FXOWXUDO�KRPRJHQHLW\�WR�PXOWLFXOWXUDOLVP�

Multicultural Poland was destroyed as a result of World 
War II. A new society emerged – ethnically and religiously 
homogeneous, with all differences relegated to the 
margins and deprived of the right to their own voice. A 
situation in which the living presence of representatives 
of other religions or nations is minor and a real test for 
society.  In this case, the beginning of a dialogue with 
otherness is inevitable – and otherness here is often 
more internal than external. Thus, this must lead to a 
dialogue with the self, and to acceptance of our own 
otherness.

1989 was a breakthrough not only due to the political 
revolution across Central Europe, but also because 
it opened Polish society up to a new multiculturalism, 
which manifests itself through the presence of a whole 
spectrum of ‘othernesses’ in public life. The traditional 
GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�PXOWLFXOWXUDOLVP�SURYHV�LQVXI¿FLHQW�LQ�WRGD\¶V�
pluralist, mobile society that changes incredibly quickly; 
in the present conditions multiculturalism must not boil 
down only to respecting national or religious differences. 
The new multiculturalism is a search for the ‘Other’ in all 
kinds of otherness, on the peripheries of the dominant 

discourses and absences, in representatives of sexual 
minorities, the elderly, people with disabilities, women.

&LYLF�HQJDJHPHQW�WR�DFFHSW�RWKHUQHVV�

We believe that openness and acceptance of various 
kinds of ‘otherness’ among Poles is the only way to create 
a harmonious society. The need for the discovery of a 
QHZ�RUGHU�LV�FRQ¿UPHG�E\�YDULRXV�DFWLYLWLHV�XQGHUWDNHQ�
by the Polish network of the Anna Lindh Foundation 
which today comprises of over a hundred organisations 
and institutions from all over the country. We know that 
our role is to present and engage ourselves in those 
areas where our local dilemmas concerning otherness 
and dialogue manifest themselves most prominently. In 
this way we want to realise the goal of the international 
networks of the Anna Lindh Foundation that consists in 
identifying and addressing problems related to dialogue 
in a given country. 

:KHQ�3RODQG�HQWHUHG� WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ� LQ������� LWV�
borders were extended to reach the Mediterranean Sea. 
However, if we look closely at the cultural landscape of 
the contemporary Mediterranean region, and especially 
its southern and eastern part, dominated by Arab-
0XVOLP�FLYLOLVDWLRQ��LW�ZRXOG�EH�GLI¿FXOW�QRW�WR�QRWLFH�WKDW�
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6XUYH\�4XHVWLRQ� In the last 12 months, have you personally talked to 
or met with any person (or persons) from SEM countries? %DVH� % of all 
UHVSRQGHQWV����$QQD�/LQGK�*DOOXS�3ROO�������

Chart 25.1
Interaction of Poles with people from SEM 
countries
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the elements creating this landscape are predominantly 
absent from our local and Polish culture, no matter how 
broadly conceived. At the same time, the process of 
mutual permeation or meetings between the two cultures 
seems slow and, furthermore, is encumbered with a 
historical, political and psychological burden.

A lack of knowledge and optimism in Euro-Mediterranean 
relations. This view is supported by the results of the 
$QQD�/LQGK�*DOOXS�6XUYH\��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�6XUYH\��IRU�
the majority of the Poles ‘the Mediterranean’ region still 
means the countries of southern Europe: Italy, Greece, 
Spain and France, not the ones that lie on the southern 
and eastern shores of the Mediterranean Sea (SEM). 
For us, the heart of the Mediterranean still beats in 
Rome and Athens, not in Cairo or Tunis. The Survey 
also reveals our limited knowledge of the countries 
of the South as only 26% of those polled confessed 
to having personally met or talked to a person from 
countries bordering the southern and eastern shore of 
the Mediterranean Sea (Chart 25.1). And the dominant 
modes of interaction are tourism, business and work. 
2QO\������RXW�RI������FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�WKH\�HQFRXQWHUHG�
a citizen of the South in the public space. This result 
may suggest that we sometimes do travel and visit 
the countries of the Southern Mediterranean, but the 
Southern Mediterranean people are hardly present in 
our everyday reality. 

As already stated, the Poles know very little about the 
Mediterranean region (and primarily associate it with 
food); we have limited interest in news and information 
from the countries of the southern shore (between 70 
and 88% have little or no interest in lifestyle, economic 
conditions, political changes or religious beliefs that 
characterise the citizens of the southern and eastern 
Mediterranean) (Chart 25.2), and are doubtful about the 
potential gains from the “Union for the Mediterranean” 
project. Finally, out of all countries that participated in the 

5REHUW�.86(.�DQG�-RDQQD�6$1(75$�6=(/,*$ are 
the Coordinators of the Anna Lindh Foundation Network 
in Poland. 
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survey, Poland is the least optimistic about the effects 
of the ‘Arab Spring’ on the European-Arab relations.  
Despite a positive image of this social movement in 
the Polish media and the support offered by the Polish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which was generally portrayed 
DV� D� VSHFL¿F� VRXWKHUQ� YDULDQW� RI� WKH� 3ROLVK� 6ROLGDULW\�
movement, the majority of the Poles believe that the 
relations between Europe and the Arab countries will 
suffer from the effects of the ‘Arab Spring’ (Chart 25.3). 

This concern of the Poles with the future of the 
0HGLWHUUDQHDQ� UHJLRQ� VKRXOG� GH¿QLWHO\� EH� IXUWKHU�
analysed and it encourages us to intensify our work in 
WKH�¿HOG��7KH�NLQG�RI�ZRUN�WKDW�SURYLGHV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�
the region, promotes tolerant attitudes and valorises 
otherness. We speak of work here since tolerance is not 
a quality we are born with but an attitude that must be 
worked on. It is a kind of activity that aims to tame the 
natural human proclivity for distrust and often hostility 
towards other human beings. In light of the Report, this 
work remains the priority of the Polish Network of the 
Anna Lindh Foundation. 

Cultural life and lifestyle

Economic conditions

Political changes

Religious beliefs 
and practices
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6XUYH\�4XHVWLRQ� Thinking about SEM countries, how much interest 
would you say you personally have in news and information about 
their…? %DVH��% of all respondents, % of the sum of ‘Very interested’ 
DQG� µ6RPHZKDW� LQWHUHVWHG¶� DQVZHUV� DUH� VKRZQ� ���$QQD� /LQGK�*DOOXS�
Poll 2012).

6XUYH\�4XHVWLRQ��0RVW�RI�WKH�$UDE�FRXQWULHV�DUH�H[SHULHQFLQJ�VLJQL¿FDQW�
changes started with social movements which have been called an ‘Arab 
Spring’. What do you think, will be the ultimate effects of these changes 
on the relations between Europe and the Arab countries?  %DVH� % of 
all respondents, where the ‘Positive’ effect: sum of  ‘Very positive’ and 
‘Positive’ answers, and the ‘Negative’ effect: sum of  ‘Very negative’ and 
µ1HJDWLYH¶�DQVZHUV����$QQD�/LQGK�*DOOXS�3ROO�������

Chart 25.2
Poles’ Interest in news and information about SEM 
countries

Chart 25.3
8OWLPDWH�HHFW�RI�WKH�$UDE�6SULQJ�RQ�(XUR��$UDE�
relations for Poles  

Positive Negative 1R�HHFW Don’t know


