
10
3

VI
EW

S 
FR

O
M

 T
H

E 
G

RO
U

N
D

The Anna Lindh Report 2014

ΖWDO\��7KH�7UDJHG\�RI�/DPSHGXVD�DQG�WKH�&HQWUDOLW\�
RI�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�$DLUV

Elisa ADORNO and Michele CAPASSO

7KH�ODWHVW�$QQD�/LQGK�*DOOXS�6XUYH\�FRQȴUPV�WKDW�ZKLOH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�6RXWKHUQ�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�FRXQWULHV�
in Italy remains limited, interest in issues of diversity and universal rights is growing. The authors reveal 
how the Lampedusa tragedy helped Italians realize the particular place their country occupies on the 
intercultural map. Through initiatives promoted by the Italian Network of the Anna Lindh Foundation, civil 
VRFLHW\�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�DUH�IRFXVHG�RQ�GHHSHQLQJ�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�RWKHU�DQG�FRPEDWWLQJ�SUHMXGLFHV�

The perception of the Mediterranean area that emerges 
IURP� WKH�$QQD� /LQGK�*DOOXS�3ROO� FDUULHG� RXW� DPRQJ� WKH�
,WDOLDQ�VXUYH\�VDPSOH�LV�YHU\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�
the geographical location of this country, at the heart of the 
Euro-Mediterranean region. Most respondents identify the 
Mediterranean region with Italy (81%), while just a small 
number of them associates it to other countries, especially 
with those on the southern Mediterranean shore, such as 
Egypt (11%) for example. This data reveals something 
interesting about the conceptual framework that Italians 
have of “the Mediterranean area”. It can be assumed that 
many people associate the Mediterranean with Europe 
and perceive the Maghreb and the Mashreq areas, which 
DOVR�ERUGHU�WKH�VDPH�VHD�DQG�ZKLFK��LQ�WKH�VSHFL¿F�FDVH�
of North Africa, constitute our direct neighbors, as others 
and distant.

'LYHUVLW\�DV�D�YDOXH�DQG�D�WKUHDW

As it appears from the Survey, the interest in the 
Maghreb and the Mashreq primarily refers to the socio-
cultural aspects of this area but this interest appears 
to be characterized by an “exotic” approach, a sort 

of “orientalism”, to quote Edward Said. Among the 
origins of such a biased perception about the southern 
0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�QHLJKERUV�ZH�FRXOG�¿QG�QHZV�PHGLD�EXW�
also a certain kind of tourism to North Africa and the 
Middle East which does not allow for in-depth cultural 
understanding of the visited places; and we should note 
that tourism accounts for the second most mentioned 
modality that Italians had to meet people from the other 
VKRUH�RI�WKH�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�LQ�������������,Q�WRWDO�����RI�
respondents declared they had an intercultural encounter 
LQ� ������ DQG� WKLV�ZDV�PDLQO\� WKURXJK� EXVLQHVV� �������
tourism, meeting in the street, a public place (28%) or 
in the same neighborhood (25%) and only a minority by 
chatting through the internet (6%). 

The relative high level of exposure to other cultures 
can offer also an explanation to the importance that 
Italians recognize to cultural diversity and the need to 
convey the respect for other cultures as a central value 
in the upbringing of their children (57%) (Chart 22.1), 
and also to the fact that 87% of Italians think that the 
same rights should be guaranteed to cultural, religious 
or ethnic minorities in the country. Nonetheless, even 
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6XUYH\�4XHVWLRQ� Assuming that we limit ourselves to six values only 
I’d like to know which one of these six would you say is most important 
when raising children? And the second most important?� %DVH� % of 
all respondents, % of the sum of ‘Most important’and ‘Second most 
LPSRUWDQW¶DQVZHUV�DUH�VKRZQ����$QQD�/LQGK���*DOOXS�3ROO�����

6XUYH\�4XHVWLRQ� Could you please tell me, how much do you agree 
or disagree with the following statements?�%DVH� % of all respondents, 
where ‘Agree’: sum of ‘Strongly agree’ and ‘Agree somewhat’ answers, 
and ‘Disagree’: sum of ‘Strongly disagree’ and ‘Disagree somewhat’ 
DQVZHUV����$QQD�/LQGK���*DOOXS�3ROO�������

Chart 22.1
Key values for Italians when bringing up 
their children

Chart 22.2
Views about political, cultural and religious 
diversity in Italyity
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if this population is are aware of the positive impact of 
cultural diversity for the prosperity of the country (85%), 
KDOI�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�������UHFNRQV�WKDW�WKLV�FRXOG�DOVR�
constitute a threat to internal stability (Chart 22.2). Lastly, 
with reference to the so-called “Arab Spring”, many 
UHVSRQGHQWV� ������ EHOLHYH� WKDW� LW� ZLOO� KDYH� D� SRVLWLYH�
impact on the future of Euro-Mediterranean relations for 
its implications for the promotion of democracy and the 
respect of human rights. The concept of democracy for 
WKH� PDMRULW\� RI� ,WDOLDQV� ������ VHHPV� PDLQO\� LGHQWL¿HG�
with “freedom”, in a broad sense, but very little with the 
participation of people in the political decision making 
process (2%). This observation is further supported by 
another Poll result which reveals how little Italians trust 
in political parties to effectively solve the problems of 
their society (6%) and attach much more importance to 
what they can do through their individual action (25%) 
and joining social movements (13%) (Chart22.3).

&LYLF�HQJDJHPHQW�WR�FRPEDW�VWHUHRW\SHV

Today, it is very easy to get news about Mediterranean 
and Arab Countries. In particular, after the Arab 
Spring, information concerning the southern shore of 
the Mediterranean has become frequent. Everybody, 
through the media - printed or electronic - can access it. 
However, the perception of these countries, and of the 
Mediterranean in general, does not always corresponds 
to reality. It is often the result of clichés or beliefs that 
FUHDWH�IDOVH�VWHUHRW\SHV��7KHUHIRUH��WKH�¿HOGZRUN�LQ�WKH�
intercultural context,  as international cooperation and 
counter or correct information, appears nowadays urgent 
and necessary. Those who work professionally in this 
¿HOG�IDFH�FRPSOH[� LVVXHV��RIWHQ�UHODWHG�WR�D�VXSHU¿FLDO�
knowledge of the region.
It’s geographical location makes of Italy a “natural 
intercultural laboratory” and the island of Lampedusa is 
an  emblematic example of this. Lampedusa is a bridge 

between Europe and Africa and has become in recent 
years the “door to life,” as migrants refer to it. The island 
is also, however, the scene of personal and collective 
tragedies. Thousands have died in the Sicilian Channel as 
a result of shipwrecks and many have been buried on the 
island, often nameless. Lampedusa is also a crossroads 
of peoples and stories, and centuries of culture. 
Because of the importance that the Island has taken in 
the contemporary  history of migration, the Italian Anna 
Lindh Foundation Network,  newly constituted as RIDE 
Rete italiana per il Dialogo Euromediterraneo, organized, 
in 2012 and 2013, a series of international debates and 
cultural activities “Mediterranean networking. Step one 
Lampedusa,” directly coordinated by  Arci - Independent 
Association of Social and Civil Promotion, to promote 
UHÀHFWLRQ�DQG�LGHQWLI\��QHZ�VWUDWHJLHV�IRU�WKH�LQWHJUDWLRQ�
of migrants, the respect of their rights and the re-launch 
of Lampedusa, as a land rich of culture and opportunities, 
DQG�QRW�RQO\�DV�WKH�¿UVW�KDUERU�IRU�SHRSOH�LQ�VHDUFK�IRU�D�
better future in Europe.

Within the overall scope of deepening the knowledge of 
other cultures, Paralleli – Euro Mediterranean Institute of 
the North West, initiated “An inquire about the veil across 
the Mediterranean.”. The project created a space for 
dialogue and debate between Italian citizens and Muslim 
women, resident in Italy and in countries of the southern 
0HGLWHUUDQHDQ��RQ�WKH�LVVXH�RI�WKH�YHLO�EHQH¿WLQJ�IURP�WKH�
direct experience related and analysed by these women, 
as users or not of the veil. Another positive example of 
dialogue work is represented by the “Dialogue for Peace” 
Workshops organized by Fondazione Mediterraneo to 
LGHQWLI\�DQG�UHÀHFW�RQ�SUDFWLFHV�EDVHG�RQ�GLDORJXH�DQG�
QRQ�YLROHQFH�IRU�FRQÀLFW�UHVROXWLRQ��ERWK�LQ�FDVH�RI�DUPHG�
FRQÀLFWV�DQG�LQ�FDVH�RI�VRFLDO��HWKQLF�RU�SROLWLFDO�FRQÀLFWV��
The above mentioned projects are meant to give only 
an idea of the variety of activities that the members of 
the Italian Network implement through an “open” and 
“bottom up” methodological approach  to raise people’s 
knowledge and interest about the complex socio-cultural 
issues of  the Euro-Mediterranean region.

(OLVD� $'2512 and 0LFKHOH� &$3$662 are 
Coordinators of the Anna Lindh Network in Italy.
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6XUYH\�4XHVWLRQ��+RZ�GR�\RX�WKLQN�\RX�FRXOG�PRVW�HI¿FLHQWO\�FRQWULEXWH�
to solving the problems in your country? %DVH� % of all respondents (© 
$QQD�/LQGK���*DOOXS�3ROO�������

Chart 22.3
0RVW�HɝFLHQW�ZD\V�RI�VROYLQJ�SUREOHPV�LQ�ΖWDO\


