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0RURFFR��*URXS�$ɝOLDWLRQV�DQG�ΖQGLYLGXDO�$FWLRQV�
at Play

Jamal KHALIL

7KH�$QQD�/LQGK�*DOOXS�6XUYH\�ȴQGLQJV�GHPRQVWUDWH�FORVHU�ERXQGV�ZLWK�(XURSH��ZKLFK�PD\�H[SODLQ�LQ�SDUW�
WKH�FDXWLRXVQHVV�ZLWK�ZKLFK�0RURFFDQV�MXGJH�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�WKH�$UDE�6SULQJ��-DPDO�.KDOLO�GHSLFWV�
a society divided, with citizens preferring to choose individual action over collective social acts, despite 
shared values of respect for others. In this context, the Moroccan Network of the Anna Lindh Foundation is 
focused on bringing civil society leaders closer to their southern neighbours, with whom they have drifted 
apart.

It is surprising that when we speak of the Mediterranean 
region to a Moroccan it is Spain that comes to mind on 
UHÀH[�� �%RUGHUV�SURYLGH� WKH�H[SODQDWLRQ�� WR� WKH�1RUWK� ��
Spain and to the East - Algeria.  It is easier to identify 
those who are in the North than those in the South, those 
who are closer to us geographically more than those who 
are historically closer and with whom we even think of 
sharing the same cultural heritage. Social bounds are 
more logical when based on economic interests and 
cultural interests come second.  Political changes do 
not provoke the same level of interests, and beliefs and 
practices even less.  It is worth noting that around 57% 
of Moroccans had the opportunity to directly interact with 
Europeans and did it mainly in their country by living in 
the same neighbourhood or meeting in the public sphere, 
or through business. 

,QGLYLGXDO�SULRULWLHV�DQG�VRFLDO�EHOLHIV

$V� VRRQ� DV� LW� FRPHV� WR� WKH� LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ� RI� SULRULW\�
values in the education of children in the European 
context, Moroccans recognise two recurring values: 
independence and respect for other cultures.  The 
concepts of solidarity, religious beliefs and obedience 
are present but not decisive.  It is interesting to note that 
Moroccans identify the same priority values for their own 
children (independence 52%; respect for other cultures 
�����DQG� UHOLJLRXV�EHOLHIV������DQG�ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR�
identifying the key values of other Southern and Eastern 
Mediterranean (SEM) countries, the order changes 
completely, with traditional values - which indicate control 
RYHU�FKLOGUHQ�HGXFDWLRQ���EHLQJ�SODFHG�¿UVW��&KDUW�������

Despite the priority value scale presented, a large 
majority of Moroccans believe in the existence of 
absolute guidelines and this may denote a certain 
determinism when considering the position to take 
WRZDUGV�WUDGLWLRQDO�QRUPV��&KDUW��������0RURFFDQ�VRFLHW\�
remains individualistic, since with regard to effective 
ways to solve the problems of the country, Moroccans 
state that their individual action would be the most 
appropriate. Collective actions, regarless of their nature, 

seem to be ineffective, and for some – who demonstrate 
a rather fatalistic approach - there is no solution.  Cultural 
diversity perspectives are nonetheless disparate, seeing 
that it is believed that the participation of different cultural, 
religious and political groups is a right and important for 
society, while on the other hand people consider that this 
diversity may pose a threat to society (51%). 

When the Survey was carried out (September to October 
2012), respondents declared that their life situation was 
better than 5 years ago and that they expect it will get 
even better in the next 5 years.  They also recognised 
an improvement of women’s role in society, a role that 
is considered important but whose meaning role is not 
VSHFL¿HG���&KDUW������

7KH� $QQD� /LQGK�*DOOXS� 3ROO� RIIHUV� YDULRXV� HOHPHQWV�
RI� UHÀHFWLRQ�� � 2Q� LQLWLDO� UHYLHZ�� RSLQLRQV� PD\� VHHP�
contradictory, but if we look more closely we realise 
that some points appear as non-negotiable and that on 
some questions people show a certain level of closure 
as if the experience of several Arab countries does not 

Independence

Respect for other cultures

Family solidarity

Curiosity

Religious beliefs
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6XUYH\�4XHVWLRQ� Assuming that we limit ourselves to six values only, 
I’d like to know which one of these six would you say is most important 
to parents raising children in Europe? And the second most important? 
%DVH� % of all respondents of the sum of ‘Most important ’and ‘Second 
PRVW�LPSRUWDQW¶�DQVZHUV�DUH�VKRZQ����$QQD�/LQGK�*DOOXS�3ROO��������

Chart 24.1
Characteristics of the Mediterranean region
for Moroccans
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yet offer real opportunities for hope.  It seems even that 
we share non-identical hopes and that people remain 
attached to their position waiting for tangible changes 
and changes which can be understandable according 
to their background and wishes. The analysis of the 
situation in other countries leads to the comparison with 
our own situation, and, since the beginning of the Arab 
Spring, a sort of mirror game started so that we wait for 
the implementation of a certain scenario elsewhere and 
observe its outcomes before deciding to adopt or reject 
it.  We recognise the fact that there has been change, 
but we do not interpret it in the same way or understand 
it according to the same background and since we have 
become accustomed to waiting, we are willing to wait.

8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�OHYHOV�RI�SRVLWLRQLQJ

Observing the Moroccan society under the prism of the 
current situation on the ground, some personal attitudes 
may seem paradoxical: we want alpha and omega, and 
the two cannot work together. Looking closer, we see 
that they follow a certain logic. The postures are two 
OHYHOV�RI�SRVLWLRQLQJ��7KH�¿UVW�FRQFHUQV�WKH�VRFLDO�DFWRU�
itself that can be located and makes a representation of 
VRFLHW\�ZLWKRXW� UHIHUULQJ� WR� KLV�KHU� JURXS�PHPEHUVKLS��
regardless of the shape, orientation and size of this 
JURXS��+H�FDQ�VD\�IRU�H[DPSOH�WKDW�KH�VKH�LV�IRU�IUHHGRP�
of expression. The second level of positioning just 
IUDPHV�DQG�ZUDSV� WKH�¿UVW��*URXS�DI¿OLWDWLRQV�JHQHUDWH�
PXOWLIDFHWHG� LQÀXHQFHV� WR� YDU\LQJ� OHYHOV�� 7KH� VRFLDO�
actor, as soon as a practical implementation of a concept, 
D� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ� FDQ� VHH� WKH� GD\�� ¿QGV� KLPVHOI� IRUFHG�
WR�UHYLHZ�KLV�¿UVW�SHUFHSWLRQ�VR�WKDW�LW�LV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�
WKDW�RI�WKH�JURXS�DQG�VRPHWLPHV�HYHQ�GLVVROYHG���+H�VKH�
may be for freedom of expression but as far as it does 

-DPDO�.+$/,/ is a sociologist and Vice President 
of the South North International Cooperation Center 
CICSN.

not touch on traditions or alter the beliefs proclaimed by 
KLV�KHU�DI¿OLDWLRQ�JURXS���

The two levels of positioning bring the ointment needed 
WR�OLYH�ZLWKRXW�LQWHUQDO�FRQÀLFWV���7KH\�FDQ�EH�DFWLYDWHG�
simultaneously or diachronically.  Only the individual 
SHUFHLYHV�WKLQJV�LQ�D�FHUWDLQ�ZD\�DQG�KH�VKH�FDQ�DGDSW�
ZLWKLQ� WKH� JURXS�� � +H�6KH� FDQ� EXLOG� DQ� HQYLURQPHQW�
ZKHUH�KH�VKH�LV�QHLWKHU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�JURXS�RU�DORQH���7KLV�
leaves the possibility of becoming elusive.  The social 
dynamics that may be created by a social movement 
are not immune to this variety of positioning.  Positional 
instability of individuals can transform any collective 
dynamics in a status quo.

There are absolute guidelines

There are no absolute guidelines

19

80

2

Don’t know

6XUYH\� 4XHVWLRQ� Some people believe that there are absolute 
guidelines to what is good and bad, and what is truth. Others say, that 
there are no absolute guidelines, things are relative and what we consider 
to be good or bad depends on the circumstances. Which view is closer 
to yours? %DVH����RI�DOO�UHVSRQGHQWV����$QQD�/LQGK�*DOOXS�3ROO�������

Chart 24.2
Moroccans’ perceptions about the existence 
of absolute guidelines 

Present – compared to 
5 years ago

Expectations - in 5 
years from now

Better The same Worse Don’t know

82

61 34

8 29

5

6XUYH\�4XHVWLRQ� Taking everything into consideration, would you say, 
compared to 5 years ago, your present life situation is: Better, Worse or 
The same? And how do you expect it will change in 5 years from now? 
%DVH����RI�DOO�UHVSRQGHQWV����$QQD�/LQGK�*DOOXS�3ROO�������

Chart 24.3
Moroccans’ personal life satisfaction 


